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Key challenges of
EU Cohesion Policy
—why and how is it going to
change?

Serafin Pazos-Vidal
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The 2020 revolution
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NGEU almost doubing MFF y ___° B
RRF doubles up as a “new” Cohesion Fund /& O e B
Finance Not Linked to Costs | \
Payment for Reforms? — Semester |
“Milestones” can be imput, outputs, oucomes:
“Direct management”? "
De facto national centralisation
New EU fund spending ministries
No Partnership Principle, only consultation
Territorial developent a by-product

2025 proposals build upon 2020 shift

Recovery and Resilence Facility
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Pillar I: Single Plan for each Member State

Around 530 programmes for Member States
(2021-2027 MFF)

Cohesion policy: 398 (national and
regional programmes + 27 partnership

agreements

Agriculture and fisheries: 54

Home funds: 79

27 programmes for all Member States

Strong policy
agenda on joint
EU priorities

Reference

Framework

identifying

challenges for the
Member Stats (Pillar

1) and the EU (Pillar2)

CSRs

1
National Energy !
and Climate Plans |

R —
European !
Governance Plans |

| Other policy tools (.
E e.g Schengen, Rule
! of Law

P e
~

Fisheries Cohesion : Europgan

Fund : Social

Fund
Common a Others -
Agricultural El{ropean : (eg. L Home
Policy Regional and : Social i Affairs :
Funds Development Climate funds

Fund Fund) /

National and/or
Regional chapters

Investments (examples)

e.g. transport ‘ | Construction of rail line |

Social Housing |

En—

| Renewable Energy |
e.g.energy

e.g. agriculture

Direct Payments |

e.g. security ‘
and migration

Reception Facilities for

migrants

Reforms
(examples)

Simpler public
procurement

Addressing gender
gap in employment

Faster permitting

Promoting organic
farming

Strengthening
cross-border

cooperation

C ™

*  Simpler legal framework
*  Streamlined negotiations
(more leverage and
flexibility)

Less red tape

/

Payments against
fulfilment of policy
objectives

Protection of EU
financial interests,
Rule of Law and EU

values




European Competitiveness — a scenario

“EDF
Horizon
Pillar Il FORREETN .
Horizon e L "-‘ BT
' Pillar | TR e
“ (incl.ERC) & EIC/EIT © ¢ Invest
T T i Space H®
EU4 T .
Innovation SMP

Complexity for EU

Lack of strategic steer T

Limited flexibility for
: Y Different rules
reallocation
Gaps and overlaps in itiol :
projects covered Multiple entry points
Multiple financial Delay in access to
instruments funding

Heavy management of
programmes for COM

/ Future MFF: \

One large consolidated Fund for
Competitiveness

European
Competitiveness

Fund

211Uc NU.
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Some questions

Reforms do work

Link to reforms needs a reformed Semester

Bring back the Common Strategic Framework!

Single National Plans need Single Regional Plans: demarcation
Less invesment, more institutional reform & capacity building
EU earmarked priorities = rigidity

.. but no earmark = national (political) discretion

Finance NOT linked to investment...nor to outcomes

No co-financing, no reimbursement of costs

3 dimensional Partnership Principle: European Partnership Pact
Right to stay — EU enabling environment for basic services

Res e5 Dis n Paper: Towards a funding EUtopia in Europe?
Oc ( b 2009

No Rural Development beyond farming & LEADER (ESIF €25bn) ... T e——

without real-life constraints. The focus is on the simplification of EU funds and the
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AEIDL Senior Expert on Territorial Development sums up key challenging
ideas for the next generation of EU Cohesion Policy

EUBUDGET AND PLACE-
BASED POLICIES

KEY PROPOSALS FOR POST-2027

Left: Total population change by NUTS 3, 2010-2021/ Right: Average

population change per decade by area of 5x5km, 1961-2021
Source: 9th Cohesion Report
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