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Overall goal for gender equality,

City of Umeå:

Create conditions for women and 

men to have equal power to 

shape society and their own lives.



Women and men use public space in different ways
and feel different about public space because of: 

The 
gendered city

How they 
spend their 
free time

Gender based 
violence

Mode of 
transportation

Economy
Gender 

segregated 
labour market

Responsibility for 
unpaid 

housework 

(viewed as) Primary 
or secondary care 

givers

Expectations 



The gendered landscape: Challenging power

Challenges:

Understanding city as arena for gendered power

structures and for gender equality.

Understanding history behind the changes.

Highlight gender equality analysis in all urban 

issues.

Highlight initiatives within and outside city.

The idea: 

Concretize and visualize gender equality

approaches taking form in the city – and what

remains to be done



The gendered landscape

http://genderedlandscape.umea.se



Creating a space free from expectations

• Inclusion through exclusion

• Girls between 15-20 years old

• Influence, dialogue and 

analysis

• Involvement from Umeå 

University

• Dialogue and design
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Thank you!

Susanne Thurén
susanne.thuren@umea.se


